OM 

RAPPORTS 

DE 

L’INSPECTEUR  MEDICAL 


BACTERIOLOGISTE 


ET  DES 

INSPECTEURS  SAN1TAIRE 


Presentes  cm  Comite  Sanitaire  le  5 Septembre  1924 . 


1923 


POUR  L’ANNEE 


JERSEY: 

J.-T.  BIGWOOD,  IMPRIMEUR  DES  ETATS. 

13,  BROAD  STREET 


(250) 


1924. 


—21- 


RAPPORTS 


BE 

L’INSPECTEUR  MEDICAL 


BACTERIOLOGISTE 

ET  DES 

INSPECTEURS  SANITAIRE 

POUR  L’ANNEE 

1923 


Presentes  au  Comite  Scmitaire  le  5 Septembre  1924 . 


JERSEY: 

J.-T.  BIGWOOD,  IMPRIMEUR  DES  ETATS. 

13,  BROAD  STREET 


(250) 


1924. 


— 21  — 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2017  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b29500369 


3 


AU  COMITE  SANITAIRE . 


L’An  1924,  le  5e  jour  de  Septembre. 


LECTURE  a ete  donnee  deB  Rapports  de 
1’Xnspecteur-Medical  et  Bacteriologiste  et  des 
deux  Inspecteurs  Sanitaire,  pour  l’annee  1923,  avec 
Tableaux  y relatifs  ; 

Le  Comite  a ordonne  que  lesdits  Rapports  seront 
imprimes  avec  les  Tableaux  et  les  Releves  y annexes, 
pour  etre  ensuite  distributes  aux  Membres  desEtats. 

ERNEST  LE  SUEUR, 

Grejjier. 


4 


**.  . . ^ * 

Tor  tile'  President  and  Members  of  the  Sanitary 

Committee . 


Gentlemen, — 

In  presenting  the  annual  report  tor  1928,  the 
outstanding  feature  is  that  of  the  mild  climatic 
conditions  which  have  prevailed.  The  winter 
months  were  not  severe,  whilst  the  heat  of  the 
summer  was  not  overwhelming  ; the  result  is  that 
the  general  health  has  been  satisfactory,  as  seen  in 
the  lowered  death  rate  and  the  lessened  incidence  of 
Infectious  Diseases. 

During  the  year  we  have  had  the  services  of  two 
whole  time  Sanitary  Inspectors,  and  there  is  no 
doubt  that  the  result  of  their  work  is  of  assistance 
in  maintaining  the  Public  Health. 

New  methods  of  disinfection  have  been  adopted 
and  thanks  are  due  to  the  efficient  way  in  which 
patients  are  handled  and  disinfections  carried  out. 

In  the  laboratory,  where  the  work  has  increased, 
appreciation  of  the  help  given  by  the  lady  assistant 
requires  recording. 

I am  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

P.  JANVRIN  MARETT,  Lt.-CoL, 

M.O.H.  States’  Jersey. 


I 


JERSEY. 


In  last  year’s  report  details  were  given  concerning 
the  Meterology  and  the  Geography  of  the  island. 
Such  details  do  not  require  annual  repetition,  and 
for  such  the  reader  is  referred  to  the  1922  report. 

The  population  is  approximately  1.74  persons  per 
acre. 

Population  Census  1921.  49,519  inhabitants. 

Estimated  Population  1928.  50,000  inhabitants. 

The  increase  in  population  is  maintained  by  both 
an  excess  of  births  over  deaths,  and  by  immigration. 

The  class  attracted  to  the  Island  in  recent  years 
is  a class  which  has  not  only  the  money  but  the 
desire  to  have  improvements  carried  out  on  the 
properties  which  are  bought.  The  Island  should 
attract  a very  wealthy  class,  and  steps  should  be 
taken  to  safeguard  the  less  wealthy. 

The  passenger  traffic  with  England  and  France 
shows  an  increase  on  last  year,  the  return  being 
91,774  passengers  as  against  86,860  passengers  in 

1922. 

This  traffic  is  a source  for  the  introduction  of 
disease,  Scarlet  Fever  stands  out  pre-eminently  and 
but  for  the  short  incubation  period  and  the  severity 
of  onset,  this  disease  might  have  given  rise  to 
trouble.  Other  diseases  which  were  imported  were 
Measles,  Diphtheria  and  Paratyphoid. 

The  potato  season  with  its  influx  of  Breton 
labour  must  under  existing  circumstances  be  a 
source  of  danger. 


* 
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In  spite  of  these  sources  of  infection,  which  are 
common  to  every  year,  the  number  of  cases  of 
Infectious  Disease  notified  has  fallen  to  248  in  the 
year,  compared  with  724  cases  notified  in  1922  and 
with  979  notified  in  1921. 

That  proper  isolation  of  Infectious  disease  is  a 
great  factor  in  the  reduction  of  incidence,  is  seen 


by  the  following  figures  for  Diphtheria. 

Number 

cases 

Number  admitted 

Year,  notified 

Hospital. 

Deaths 

1922  144 

108  and  7 carriers. 

8 

1928  65 

45  and  14  carriers. 

8 

Of  the  six  deaths,  only  one  occurred  in  the 
Isolation  Hospital. 

In  last  year’s  report,  a promise  was  made  to 
include  a review  of  the  year’s  work  and  compare 
ensuing  years. 

Administration  : The  work  of  the  year  has  been 
more  in  the  hands  of  Sub-Committees  than  of 
Committees,  and  it  is  hoped  that  1924  will  see 
legislation,  the  result  of  the  work  done  by  Sub- 
Committees.  A Public  Health  Act  is  much  to  be 
desired  and  will  be  of  the  greatest  value. 

1.  The  Midwives  Act  1922,  which  came  into  force 
this  year  has  improved  Natal  and  pre-natal  work, 
this  is  seen  in  the  lessened  deaths  from  Puerperal 
Septicaemia  and  in  the  lowered  Infant  Mortality. 

The  population  has  recognised  the  difference 
between  the  trained  and  the  untrained  Midwife  and 
birth  conditions  have  improved.  One  outcome  of 
the  Act,  is  that  the  Midwife  being  recognised  by  the 
State  is  also  recognised  by  her  patients  as  being  an 
authority,  and  they  are  willing  to  take  advice  and 
thereby  benefit. 


We  require  to  train  our  own  Mid  wives  and  for  this 
purpose  the  Maternity  Block  of  the  General  Hospital 
should  he  taken  into  use.  It  passes  comprehension 
to  know  that  good  accommodation  is  available  and 
yet  the  poor  persist  in  running  unknown  risks  by 
being  confined  in  overcrowded  and  unsuitable 
surroundings. 

That  a woman  should  prefer  to  be  confined  in  a 
coal  cellar  to  going  to  Hospital,  is  a fact,  but  in  this 
instance  the  husband  was  the  deciding  factor.  The 
only  way  in  which  such  cases  can  be  dealt  is  by  law, 
and  punishing  an  offender  for  cruelty  or  for  obstruc- 
tion. 

2.  The  Infant  Welfare  Centre  for  St.  Helier  is  doing 
admirable  work  and  the  Sanitary  Committee  as  an 
expression  of  its  interest  in  the  Welfare  of  the 
children  was  able  to  vote  a subscription  to  the 
Society.  If  the  Country  Parishes  would  push 
forward  schemes  for  infant  welfare  and  for  home 
nursing,  it  should  not  be  very  long  before  the  Island 
would  be  able  to  see  that  each  parish  or  each  group 
of  parishes  had  its  nursing,  and  that  pro-rata  State 
aid  would  be  available.  The  work  is  essentially 
suited  to  Voluntary  effort  and  there  may  be  those 
recently  arrived  in  the  Island  who  would  render 
financial  assistance. 

3.  The  School  children  although  they  do  not  come 
under  the  Control  of  the  Public  Health  authority, 
yet  a considerable  amount  of  improvement  has  been 
effected  in  the  Sanitary  arrangements  of  some 
Schools. 

4.  Adult  Life . — For  the  work  at  the  Isolation 
Hospital  there  can  be  nothing  but  praise,  the 
devotion  of  the  Nursing  Staff  can  rarely  be  referred 
to,  and  in  this,  the  annual  report  it  is  fitting  to  refer 
to  the  excellent  work  done,  carried  out  under 


conditions  which  are  not  up-to-date.  The  building 
of  the  new  Isolation  Hospital  is  looked  forward  to 
with  keen  anticipation.  At  present  only  those 
infectious  diseases  which  are  received  there  can  be 
kept  under  control,  but  such  a disease  as  Consump- 
tion can  only  be  properly  taken  in  hand  when  there 
are  adequate  means  for  dealing  with  it. 

During  the  year  when  there  was  an  increase  of 
Small  Pox  in  England,  a vaccination  law  was  put 
forward,  but  nothing  further  eventuated.  It  was 
with  regret  that,  whilst  one  saw  both  English  and 
French  residents  seeking  vaccination,  the  Jerseyman 
alone  remained  un vaccinated.  Fortunately  no 
Small  Pox  was  imported,  but  there  is  no  worse 
policy  than  that  of  taking  emergency  action. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  record  that  a good  deal  of 
urgent  work  has  been  carried  out  on  the  Town 
Sewers,  and  that  a scheme  will  he  completed  before 
next  Summer,  which  will  conserve  sufficient  water 
to  allow  of  periodical  flushing  of  the  Sewers. 

With  the  aid  of  the  laboratory,  work  has  been 
done  in  the  diagnosis  of  Intestinal  infections  which 
hitherto  have  been  grouped  under  Typhoid  Fever. 
Chief  of  these  infections  is  Paratyphoid  B which 
accounts  for  the  majority  of  the  fevers  of  the 
Enteric  Group.  Goertner  Aertrycke  Pyocyaneus 
and  Coli  infections  have  also  been  recorded. 

These  infections  are  endemic  and  will  remain  so 
until  such  time  as  a wholesome  water  supply  is 
piped  over  the  Island.  In  the  meantime  a diminu- 
tion in  these  infections  can  be  brought  about  by 
boiling  all  drinking  water,  by  pasteurising  milk  and 
by  preventive  vaccination. 


MILK  SUPPLY. 


The  milk  supply  cannot  be  called  satisfactory. 
The  amount  of  Sanitary  work  done  on  farms  is 
recorded  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  in  their  reports  ; 
and  in  the  table  embodying  the  laboratory  work  it 
will  be  seen  that  194  bacteriological  examinations  of 
water  samples,  mostly  from  farm  wells,  and  30 
examinations  of  samples  of  milk  were  carried  out. 

The  results  of  these  examinations  is  merely  to 
emphasize  and  to  repeat  last  year’s  warning  that  all 
milk  should  be  pasteurised  before  consumption  and 
this  method  will  be  necessary  until  general  condi- 
tions improve. 

Until  our  farmers  appreciate  the  benefits  resulting 
from,  the  proper  housing  of  their  cattle,  and  from 
the  efficient  disposal  of  refuse  both  liquid  and  solid, 
so  long  will  they  suffer  loss  not  only  in  their  live 
stock  but  also  in  their  crops. 

It  is  put  forward  that  to  enable  the  milk  supply 
to  be  improved,  the  easiest  way  would  be  for  the 
State  to  run  a dairy  farm,  situated  within  easy 
access,  where  the  various  up-to-date  methods  of  a 
dairy  farm  could  be  shewn. 

The  amount  of  condensed  milk  imported  is 
surprising  and  although  the  general  public  must  be 
aware  that  fresh  milk  is  preferable  to  preserved  milk 
yet  among  certain  sections  of  the  population,  fresh 
milk  is  never  used. 

A country  rightly  proud  of  its  cattle  should  not 
be  content  with  such  a state  of  things,  as  the 
importance  of  fresh  clean  milk  as  a food  cannot  be 
overrated. 


FOODSTUFFS. 


The  necessity  for  supervision  of  foodstuffs  is 
emphasized  when  one  appreciates  the  extent  to 
which  preservatives  have  been  used. 

It  has  to  be  recorded  that  in  the  majority  of  cases 
where  preservatives  have  been  found,  the  offenders 
had  been  relying  on  the  statements  of  vendors  of 
preservatives.  Interviews  with  vendors  of  preser- 
vatives and  with  users  of  preservatives  pointing  out 
to  each  respectively,  the  harm  resulting  from  the 
use  and  the  illegality  of  such  use,  has  been  sufficient 
to  enormously  decrease  the  practice. 

Inspection  of  carcases  condemned  by  the  States 
Veterinary  Surgeon  and  microscopical  and  cultural 
examinations  carried  out,  have  been  of  assistance  in 
obtaining  a knowledge  of  the  diseases  to  which  local 
animals  are  prone. 

This  work  has  shewn  the  necessity  that  there  is 
for  a strict  supervision  over  the  slaughter  of  animals 
and  over  the  sale  of  meat,  and  it  is  hoped  that  legal 
measures  will  soon  be  adopted. 

It  is  apparent  that  many  have  little  idea  of  the 
proper  value  of  foodstuffs,  partly  due  to  ignorance 
and  partly  due  to  the  ease  with  which  preserved 
foods  can  be  used,  the  tendency  is  to  depart  from 
plain  wholesome  fresh  foods. 

A notable  example  of  this  wrong  use,  is  the 
feeding  of  invalids  on  meat  extracts  as  a staple  diet, 
and  the  general  use  of  preserved  milks,  which  neces- 
sitated the  adoption  of  the  English  Law  on  preserved 
milks. 

In  a land  where  agriculture  is  the  industry  there 
should  be  no  lack  of  cheap  fresh  vegetables  and 
fruit,  and  yet  such  a supply  is  not  available. 


WATER  SUPPLIES. 


The  work  entailed  in  supervising  the  health  of  the 
population  as  regards  the  water  supply  is  far  in 
excess  of  what  it  should  be  had  we  a satisfactory 
system  of  conserving  our  water. 

With  expenditure  of  money  on  a scheme  to  supply 
a piped  supply  to  the  whole  island,  whether  from 
the  northern  watershed  alone  or  from  it  and  the 
two  subsidiary  watersheds,  the  health  of  the  Island 
would  benefit. 

Until  such  time,  a vast  amount  of  expenditure  of 
time,  energy  and  money  is  required  in  remodelling 
wells  so  that  surface  washings  are  not  deliberately 
allowed  to  enter. 

The  question  of  obtaining  a satisfactory  well 
water  supply  in  certain  areas  is  well  nigh  impossible 
owing  to  the  geological  formation  of  the  water 
bearing  strata,  this  applies  more  specially  to  the 
shale  areas,  where  the  fractures  in  the  shale  allow 
of  impurities  travelling  for  long  distances  without 
filtration. 

All  that  can  be  done  under  present  circumstances, 
is  to  protect  well  contents  as  far  as  possible  and 
where  results  are  not  satisfactory  to  inform  the 
occupants  that  water  for  drinking  purposes  must  be 
boiled.  This  result  is  to  a great  extent  carried  out 
owing  to  the  general  habit  of  tea  drinking,  another 
factor  which  is  a safe  guard  is  the  drinking  of  cider 
and  undoubtedly  if  these  two  drinks  were  not  in 
such  universal  use,  the  toll  taken  by  intestinal  and 
kidney  diseases  would  be  high. 

During  the  year  the  Waterworks  Supply  has  been 
atisfactory  with  the  exception  of  the  early  Spring, 


Chlorination  in  minute  quantities  was  sufficient  to 
put  this  right. 

The  service  has  been  extended  in  the  West  as  far 
as  St.  Aubin’s  Schools  and  in  the  East  as  far  as  Le 
Hocq. 


Drainage,  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. 


Servers. — Work  on  the  sewers  has  been  carried  out 
and  was  in  progress  from  April  to  October  ; the 
following  table  gives  details  of  rendering  in  cement. 

Site.  Area.  Superficial  Area. 

No.  1 Brook— New  Street  to  Eden  Place.  4,500  sq. 

yards. 

No.  2 Brook — Providence  Street  to  Bath  Street 

crossing.  537  sq.  yards. 

Considerable  attention  has  been  paid  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspectors  to  the  obtaining  of  an  efficient 
drainage  system  to  individual  houses. 

It  would  be  of  material  assistance  to  all  concerned 
in  drainage  work  to  have  (1)  bye-laivs  on  drainage 
and  (2)  technical  education  in  Sanitary  engineering. 

In  the  country  it  is  coming  to  be  recognised  that 
the  Sanitary  area  containing  the  44  citerne  ” is  the 
method  to  adopt.  Another  point  which  is  gaining 
recognition  is  that  catchpits  are  not  only  more  costly 
to  build  than  are  gully  traps,  but  that  the  former 
give  rise  to  nuisance  owing  to  their  not  being  self 
cleansing. 

In  several  country  houses,  the  septic  tank  system 
has  been  installed. 

The  danger  arising  from  Bungalows  and  the  filthy 
condition  of  the  foreshore  due  to  deposition  of  filth 
is  a matter  that  requires  legislation. 


The  question  of  Sewage  disposal  is,  as  previously 
has  been  mentioned,  intimately  bound  up  with 
water  conservancy,  but  this  most  important  fact 
has  not  been  fully  grasped. 

The  year’s  work  shows  progress  and  there  are 
now  to  be  found  both  in  the  Town  and  the  Country, 
examples  of  proper  drainage  schemes,  in  fact  “ show 
places  ” which  are  proudly  shown  off  by  their 
owners,  who  have  realised  that  the  money  expended 
has  not  only  improved  their  health,  but  has  greatly 
enhanced  the  value  of  their  property. 


Disposal  of  Refuse. 


The  disposal  of  refuse  is  not  at  present  under  the 
Sanitary  Committee  but  it  is  hoped  that  in  the  not 
far  distant  future,  when  administration  is  simplified, 
that  this  important  item  in  Public  Health  Work  will 
be  handed  over  to  the  Sanitary  Committee. 

That  refuse  disposal  is  connected  with  Health  can 
be  estimated  from  the  deaths  from  Infantile 
Diarrhoea  : with  a warm  Summer  the  fly  population 
rises  and  with  it  the  deaths  from  Infantile  Diarrhoea 
increase. 

The  removal  of  horse  manure  is  as  imperative  as 
the  removal  of  household  refuse,  and  special 
organisation,  which  should  include  the  licensing  of 
stables  in  towns,  is  required. 

The  ease  with  which  the  fly  nuisance  can  be 
abated,  by  dealing  with  the  non  motile  stage  of  the 
fly,  viz  the  egg  has  been  put  to  account,  and  during 
the  fly  breeding  season,  many  owners  of  manure 
pits  have  been  shewn  how  to  collect  fly  eggs,  and 
to  dispose  of  them  by  burning. 


The  collection  and  incineration  of  refuse  has  been 
extended  to  yet  another  parish — St.  Clement’s,  this 
action  on  the  part  of  the  parish  came  as  the  result 
of  the  request  of  certain  of  the  parishioners  to  the 
Constable  and  to  the  “ Principaux  ” of  the  Parish. 

The  example  thus  set  is  one  that  those  parishes 
which  at  present  do  not  collect  and  incinerate  their 
refuse  might  do  well  to  copy. 


Housing  Accommodation. 


In  spite  of  private  enterprise,  overcrowding  is 
still  as  acute  as  ever. 

The  trouble  lies  in  the  high  cost  of  both  labour 
and  of  building  material. 

This  overcrowding  is  most  harmful  to  the  working 
classes,  yet  it  is  the  high  cost  of  their  own  labour 
which  prevents  individuals  from  attempting  to 
build  houses  either  for  themselves  or  for  others. 

A Scheme  was  outlined  at  the  Head  Quarters  of 
the  Labour  Union  which  briefly  was  as  follows  : — 

A limited  number  of  family  men  to  bind 
themselves  together  to  build  a house  for  each 
of  their  number,  the  work  to  be  done  in  their 
spare  time.  All  work  was  to  be  divided  into 
shares  and  the  shares  to  be  adjusted  to  equal 
the  number  of  shares  in  the  cost  of  the  land 
and  of  the  building  material.  Payment  to 
be  made  at  the  rate  of  1/6  of  the  weekly 
family  earnings,  each  to  own  his  house  and 
all  payments  being  to  the  paying  off  of  the 
loan  on  land  and  material  and  to  include 
payment  on  interest  and  on  insurance. 
There  was  no  response  to  this  appeal ; to 
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those  to  whom  the  housing  question  is  a 
matter  of  vital  importance  both  from  the 
health  and  from  the  financial  aspects  of  the 
question. 

The  housing  question  is  of  equal  importance  to 
all  the  Parishes  and  the  question  which  is  of  such 
importance  to  health  is  not  one  that  will  be  solved 
of  itself,  and  as  there  are  two  parties  to  the  issue, 
one  only  hopes  that  those  to  whom  it  should  mean 
so  much  will  appreciate  the  difficulties  which  beset 
the  subject  and  if  they  would  evolve  a workable 
scheme  and  put  it  forward,  their  suggestions  would 
not  be  likely  to  fall  on  deaf  ears. 


Vital  Statistics  including  Tabular  Statements 
of  the  sickness  and  mortality. 


The  figures  issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  for 
1928  for  purposes  of  comparison  of  Vital  Statistics 
are  as  follows  : — 


Birth 

Death 

Infantile 

Area. 

Rate. 

Rate. 

Mortality 

England  and  Wales  

19.7 

...  11.6 

...  69. 

105  Great  Towns,  County 

Boroughs 

including  London 

20.4 

...  11.6 

...  73. 

157  Smaller  Towns  

19.8 

...  10.6 

68. 

London  

20.2 

...  11.2. 

...  61. 

Jersey 

17.1 

...  13.9 

69.8 

The  Birth  rate,  England  and  Wales,  is  the  lowest 
recorded  except  during  the  War  years  and  is  a fall 
of. 9 on  1922. 

The  Birth  rate,  Jersey,  is  a fall  of  .4  on  1922. 

The  Death  rate,  Jersey,  is  the  lowest  but  one  on 
record,  the  lowest  being  13.8  in  1919.  The  Infantile 
Mortality  is  the  lowest  on  record,  the  previous 
lowest  being  77.1  in  1919. 
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The  mild  Winter  accounted  for  the  low  figures  to 
a certain  extent,  but  at  the  same  time  there  has 
been  a marked  fall  in  the  numbers  of  Infectious 
Diseases.  That  the  figures  may  remain  low  can 
only  depend  on  continued  efforts,  and  they  must  be 
on  the  part  of  the  whole  population. 


ZYMOTIC  DISEASES. 


The  Zymotic  deaths  registered  during  the  year 
were  as  under 

Measles  — 

Scarlet  Fever  — 

Whooping  Cough...  6 

Diphtheria  8 

Enteric  Fever  Group  5 
Diarrhoea 8 


Total 22 


Giving  a Zymotic  death  rate  of  .44  per  1,000 
inhabitants.  This  is  an  increase  on  1922,  when  the 
rate  was  .86  per  1,000  ; the  increase  is  due  to 
Whooping  Cough  and  to  the  Enteric  Fever  Group. 

Notifiable  Diseases. 

During  1928,  244  cases  were  notified,  compared 
with  724  notified  in  1922. 

Table  III  shows  details  of  the  diseases  notified 
according  to  Age  Groups  and  to  Parishes,  and 
numbers  removed  to  Hospital. 

There  was  more  Infectious  Disease  in  the  Country 
than  in  the  Town,  of  the  244  cases,  98  occurred  in 
St.  Helier  and  146  in  the  Country  Parishes. 

The  rate  for  St.  Helier  being  .376  per  cent  and  for 
the  Country  .6  per  cent.  As  regards  the  removal  of 


cases  to  Hospital,  the  work  was  easier  than  in  1922, 
this  undoubtedly  is  due  to  the  care  and  treatment 

tj 

given  and  to  the  knowledge  gained  by  parents  that 
the  State  provides  an  Infectious  Hospital  for  the 
benefit  of  the  sick  and  to  prevent  the  spread  of 
Infection. 

Measles. — Only  5 cases  were  notified.  The 
freedom  is  no  doubt  due  to  the  presence  of  a large 
body  of  immunes,  who  have  suffered  from  the 
disease.  When  the  number  of  non-immunes  is 
sufficiently  high,  the  probability  is  that  there  will 
be  an  epidemic,  unless  extreme  pare  is  exercised. 

Scarlet  Fever . — This  disease  appears  to  be  an 
imported  disease,  of  the  18  cases  reported,  2 were 
imported,  6 occurred  in  connection  with  Boarding 
houses  and  5 at  home.  Of  the  latter  5,  8 were  the 
result  of  a mild  case  which  had  been  overlooked. 

Whooping  Cough. — Although  the  winter  was  mild, 
the  deaths  from  this  disease  were  three  times  as 
numerous  as  in  1922.  Of  the  six  deaths,  5 were  in 
infants  under  1 year,  and  one  child  was  under  2 
years  old. 

Diphtheria. — The  fall  in  this  disease  is  appreciable 
in  1921  there  were  225  cases  ; in  1922,  144  cases 
and  11  carriers,  this  year  the  cases  have  fallen  to 
65,  of  which  5 were  Nasal  Diphtheria,  in  addition 
there  were  15  carriers,  some  of  whom  were  Nasal 
carriers.  When  a case  of  Diphtheria  occurs,  there 
is  no  longer  any  trouble  in  swabbing  contacts. 
That  the  laboratory  has  its  share  in  the  fall  in 
number  of  cases  will  be  recognised,  when  it  is  stated 
that  856  throat  swabs  and  86  nasal  swabs  were 
examined,  giving  an  average  of  11.7  swabs  per  case. 

Enteric  Group  Fevers. — Twenty-eight  cases  were 
notified  during  the  year  and  5 deaths  were  registered 
Of  these  5 deaths,  2 were  due  to  Parathypoid  B,  2 
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died  without  specimens  being  sent  for  examination 
and  in  one,  specimens  were  examined  on  three 
occasions,  with  negative  results.  There  is  no  doubt 
that  Paratyphoid  B and  Goertner  are  both  endemic 
and  that  these  diseases  are  intimately  connected 
with  water  and  milk  polluted  with  sewage. 

When  time  allows,  work  will  be  undertaken  to 
prove  whether  Paratyphoid  B is  a disease  of  cattle, 
more  especially  at  the  time  of  calving. 

Protection  against  this  group  of  diseases  can  only 
be  obtained  by  careful  sterilisation  of  water  and 
milk,  and  the  complete  avoidance  of  watercress, 
contaminated  with  sewage. 

To  those  who  understand  the  value  of  the 
protection  to  be  derived  from  inoculation  with 
T.A.B.  Vaccine,  this  method  of  protection  is  strongly 
recommended. 

Diarrhoea  is  not  a disease  but  a symptom,  12 
deaths  were  registered  under  this  heading,  but  it 
would  be  of  value  to  be  able  to  ascertain  the  causal 
organisms.  Of  the  12  deaths,  8 were  in  infancy  and 
due  to  fly  infected  milk,  two  were  in  early  adult  life 
and  probably  due  to  food  poisoning,  while  the 
remaining  2 occurred  in  old  age  and  undoubtedly 
were  a group  apart  from  either  of  the  two  former 
groups. 

Tuberculosis. — 86  cases  were  notified,  and  yet 
there  were  62  deaths  registered.  This  might  be 
altered,  more  especially  when  it  is  stated  that  some 
of  the  notifications  were  received  from  Sanatoria  in 
England,  presumably  the  arrangements  for  admis- 
sion were  made  with  the  knowledge  of  the  Medical 
attendant. 

Influenza. — Only  11  cases  of  Influenza  were 
notified,  a tribute  to  the  mild  Winter,  and  this  low 
figure  to  a great  extent  accounts  for  the  big  drop  in 
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the  number  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during 
the  year. 

Chicken  Pox  was  added  to  the  number  of  notifiable 
diseases  for  a certain  period  of  the  year  as  in  1922. 
In  1922,  59  cases  and  in  1923,  65  cases  were  reported. 


LABORATORY. 


The  work  of  the  laboratory  is  shewn  in  Table  V, 
apart  from  the  1896  specimens  examined,  time  was 
found  to  carry  out  examinations  of  material  sent 
from  the  Public  Abattoir. 

The  close  contact  that  there  is  between  man  and 
his  domestic  animals  is  undoubtedly  a source  of 
disease,  and  the  work  divides  itself  up  into  (1) 
condemning  diseased  foodstuffs  and  (2)  research 
work  more  especially  in  connection  with  intestinal 
diseases  of  cattle  and  pigs  communicable  to  man. 

Work  has  been  done  on  the  Tubercle  Bacillus  with 
encouraging  results,  methods  have  been  evolved 
whereby  the  cultivation  of  the  bacillus  has  been 
successfully  carried  out,  and  different  strains  of  the 
organism  are  being  grown.  It  is  hoped  that  with 
these  methods  autogenous  vaccines  will  be  of  use. 

It  is  worthy  of  record  that  no  case  of  Bovine 
Tuberculosis  has  been  met  with  in  cattle. 

There  is  a fungus  condition  (Blastomycosis)  which 
simulates  Tubercle  of  Lung,  and  marked  improve- 
ment occurs  on  the  exhibition  of  Potassium  Iodide. 


P.  JANVRIN  MARETT,  Lt.-Col., 

M.O.H.  States  Jersey. 


I have  the  honour  to  include  the  reports  of  the 
Sanitary  Inspectors  Mr.  C.  S.  Dart  and  Mr.  L. 
Hammond. 


Public  Health  Office, 

Royal  Square, 

Jersey. 


To  the  President  and  Members  of  the  States  Sanitary 

Committee . 


Gentlemen, — 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Annual 
Report,  giving  details  and  particulars  of  work 
carried  out  by  me  during  the  year  ending  December 
81st,  1928. 

Inspections. 

1,704  inspections,  re-inspections  (to  supervise, 
examine  and  test  work,  &c.)  and  miscellaneous 
visits  were  made,  details  and  results  of  which  are 
given  hereunder. 

The  number  of  re-inspections  recorded  is  large, 
due  to  the  fact  that  in  many  cases  it  is  necessary  to 
exercise  constant  supervision  while  the  work  is 
being  carried  out  in  order  to  ensure  satisfactory 
results. 

Notices. 

198  Notices  were  served  on  owners  and  occupiers 
for  sanitary  defects  found.  99  additional  commu- 
nications were  sent  in  connection  with  Notices.  19 
detailed  Reports  were  submitted.: 


It  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  a large  number  of 
improvements  have  been  made  on  advice,  or 
informal  intimations,  to  owners,  occupiers  and 

builders. 

Legal  Proceedings. 

In  two  instances  only  the  owner  failed,  after 
repeated  informal  requests,  to  comply  with  the 
Notice  requiring  the  remedying  of  certain  defects. 
As  a consequence  legal  proceedings  were  taken,  the 
results  being  : — 

(1)  For  failing  to  comply  with  Notice  requiring 

a supply  of  pure  and  wholesome  water  for 
drinking  and  general  purposes  at  a dairy 
farm. 

Ordered  to  comply  with  Notice,  and 
fined  £10,  plus  costs. 

(2)  For  failing  to  comply  with  Notice  requiring 

the  remedying  of  certain  Sanitary  defects 
on  premises  at  which  a case  of  Scarlet 
Fever  had  occurred. — 

Ordered  to  comply  with  Notice,  and 
fined  £5,  plus  costs. 

Details  of  prosecutions  under  the  “ Loi  touchant 
la  Falsification  des  Denrees  ” will  be  found  under 
the  heading  of  “ Food  Sampling.” 

Infectious  Disease. 

During  the  year  228  visits  were  made  to  premises 
where  cases  of  notifiable  infectious  disease  had 
occurred.  These  include  all  re-visits  made  where 
further  investigations  were  necessary,  and  for  the 
purpose  of  following  up  Notices  served  for  Sanitary 
defects  found,  &c. 
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In  every  case  a thorough  inspection  of  the 
premises  is  carried  out,  samples  of  drinking  water 
collected  for  bacteriological  and  chemical  analysis, 
and  careful  enquiries  made  in  order  to  trace,  if 
possible,  the  source  of  infection. 

At  the  majority  of  the  houses  from  which  cases 
of  notifiable  infectious  disease  had  been  reported, 
polluted  water,  defective  drains  or  other  insanitary 
conditions  were  found  to  exist,  all  of  which  were 
subsequently  remedied  under  my  supervision. 

Complaints. 

189  complaints  were  received  from  various 
sources  during  the  year  ; the  majority  of  these 
complaints,  which  were  of  the  usual  nature,  were 
discovered  to  be  well  founded.  The  premises  to 
which  they  related  were  promptly  inspected  and 
Notices  served  for  the  abatement  of  any  nuisances 
found. 

182  inspections  were  made  in  connection  with 
Dairy  Farms,  Dairies  and  Milkshops. 

Dairy  Farms  : — Whilst  considerable  improvement 
can  be  recorded  in  connection  with  dairy  farms, 
there  is  still  room  for  further  improvement  ; the 
drainage,  cowshed  accommodation  and  general 
sanitation  leave  much  to  be  desired,  and  offer  a 
large  field  for  future  operations. 

The  inspection  of  many  farms  revealed  also 
conditions,  other  than  the  above,  which  are  not 
conducive  to  the  cleanliness  or  purity  of  the  milk 
produced.  When  discussing  this  important  matter 
with  the  farmers  concerned,  it  was  pointed  out  to 
them  that  a relatively  clean  milk  could  be  produced 
if  even  certain  simple  inexpensive  methods  were 
adopted,  such  as  seeing  that  the  cow’s  udders  are 
clean,  that  the  hands  of  the  milkers  are  clean,  that 
the  garments  worn  by  them  are  clean,  and  that  the 
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milk  is  milked  into  a covered  or  partly-covered  pail. 
Might  I suggest  that  printed  cards  (to  be  hung  in 
the  cowsheds)  with  instructions  regarding  the 
foregoing  points  be  distributed  to  the  farmers  ; this 
scheme  has  been  adopted  in  many  rural  districts  in 
England  with  good  results. 

Dairies  and  Milkshops  : — There  are  at  present  34 
milkshops  licensed  for  the  sale  of  milk  under  the 
“ Reglement  sur  le  Debit  du  Bait.”  Two  new 
applications  were  received  during  the  year.  An 
inspection  of  the  premises  was  made  in  each  instance 
and  the  respective  owners  notified  of  the  works 
necessary  in  order  to  comply  with  the  Reglement. 
On  the  completion  of  these  works  the  necessary 
permit  will  be  granted. 

The  general  condition  of  licensed  milkshops  is 
satisfactory. 

Hotels  and  Boarding  Houses. 

68  inspections  were  made  to  Hotels  and  Boarding 
Houses.  The  chief  defects  reported  in  connection 
with  these  premises  were  : — The  absence  of  proper 
accommodation  for  the  storage  of  food,  the  absence 
of  a proper  refuse  receptacle,  and  insanitary  closet 
accommodation.  It  may  be  mentioned,  regarding 
defect  number  one,  that  householders  generally  do 
not  realize  the  importance  of  well-ventilatedpantries 
or  larders  where  food  may  be  kept  in  good  condition. 

Two  houses  where  Breton  labourers  are  lodged 
were  inspected.  One  was  closed  as  uninhabitable, 
the  other  was  thoroughly  cleansed  and  lime- 
whitened. 

Schools. 

72  inspections  were  made  to  Private  and  Elemen- 
tary Schools. 
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At  several  Schools  the  Sanitary  conveniences 
were  found  to  be  of  an  absolete  type  and  insanitary  ; 
these  were  subsequently  abolished,  and  conve- 
niences of  a modern  and  sanitary  type  fixed. 

During  the  year  improvements  were  carried  out 
to  the  Sanitary  accommodation  at  four  Elementary 
Schools.  The  whole  drainage  system  at  one  school 
was  remodelled  and  conveniences  of  a modern  type 
fixed. 

Stables. 

82  inspections  have  been  made  to  stables. 

Many  stables  in  town  adjoin  dwelling  houses  and 
the  complaints  received  of  nuisances  arising  from 
accumulations  of  manure  and  the  prevalence  of  flies 
are  numerous  ; the  danger  attached  to  manure 
being  kept  in  close  proximity  to  dwelling  houses  is 
not  really  appreciated.  Efforts  are  being  made  to 
ensure  the  proper  storage  and  frequent  removal  and 
disposal  of  stable  refuse,  and  thus  abate  the 
nuisances  mentioned. 

Offensive  Trades. 

11  inspections  were  made  in  connection  with 
offensive  trades. 

It  is  with  great  satisfaction  that  I am  able  to 
report  that  permission  has  been  granted  by  the 
Harbours  Committee  for  the  use  of  the  Public 
Abattoir  for  the  carrying  out  of  fat-melting  and 
gut-scraping.  These  trades  have  given  considerable 
trouble  in  the  past  owing  to  the  nuisances  arising 
from  the  unsuitability  of  the  premises  on  which  the 
trade  was  carried  on  and  the  offensive  vapours  given 
off  during  the  processes. 

Bakehouses. 

25  inspections  were  made  to  bakehouses. 


— 25 


# 


The  chief  defects  reported  were  : — The  want  of 
general  cleanliness  and  periodical  lime-washing. 

Cinemas.' 

One  Cinema  was  inspected  on  a complaint.  It 
was  found  that  the  sanitary  conveniences  were 
improperly  situated  not  allowing  of  proper  separate 
accommodation  for  each  sex.  A Notice  was  served 
and  the  necessary  work  promptly  carried  out. 

In  the  course  of  the  inspection  the  cubic  capacity 
of  the  Cinema  was  estimated,  and  it  was  ascertained 
that  the  air  space  per  person  was  considerably  less 
than  is  recommended  by  various  authorities. 

Food  Inspection  and  Food  Sampling. 

66  inspections  were  made  to  premises  where  food 
is  prepared  or  exposed  for  sale,  such  as  butchers’ 
and  fishmongers’  shops,  fried  fish  shops,  restaurants, 
charcuteries,  &c. 

One  fried  fish  shop  was  closed  owing  to  the 
unsuitability  of  the  premises  and  the  general 
insanitary  condition. 

Considerable  attention  has  been  devoted  to  the 
use  of  chemical  preservatives  in  food.  Samples  of 
a preparation  used  generally  by  butchers  for  the 
sprinkling  of  joints  were  submitted  for  analysis  and 
were  certified  to  consist  of  a mixture  of  boric  acid 
and  borax  ; suspecting  that  this  preparation  was 
being  used  also  in  sausages  and  white  pudding, 
samples  wTere  procured  and  it  was  found  that 
approximately  70  per  cent  of  the  samples  contained 
boron  compounds  in  amounts  equal  to  from  16  to 
39  grains  of  boric  acid  per  lb.  Two  samples  of  milk 
were  also  certified  to  contain  boric  acid  in  amounts 
equal  to  37  and  42  grains  per  gallon.  Details  and 
action  taken  concerning  these  samples  will  be  found 
below. 
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The  question  of  preservatives  in  foods  is  at 
present  receiving  special  attention  in  England,  a 
Departmental  Committee  having  been  appointed  to 
investigate  the  whole  matter.  As  the  position  at 
present  is  most  unsatisfactory  owing  to  the  absence 
of  a proper  standard,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  a definite 
decision  on  the  matter  will  appear  in  the  findings 
of  the  Committee.  Incidentally,  experts  agree  that 
boric  acid  is  not  a necessity  in  food  and  should  not 
be  used  ; the  chemical  preservation  of  foods  gives 
no  security  to  the  consumer,  though  it  does  help 
the  uncrupulous  or  careless  manufacturer  to  vend 
an  unsatisfactory  product. 

69  samples  of  food  have  been  taken  under  the 
provisions  of  the  “ Loi  touchant  la  Falsification  des 
Denrees.” 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  and 
nature  of  the  samples  submitted  for  analysis  : — 


Number  of 

Nature  of  Sample.  Samples.  Genuine.  Adulterated 


Milk  

Cream  

Butter  

Coffee  

Cocoa  

Sausages  

White  Pudding  

Meat  

Olive  Oil  

Imported  Sausage  Skins 
Preservative  Powder 


34  28  6 

1 1 — 

13  13  — 

4 1 3 

1 1 — 

7 2 5 

2 1 1 

2 2 — 

2 2 — 

1 1 — 

2—2 


Total 


69  52  17 


Appended  is  a table  shewing  details  and  action 
taken  regarding  the  samples  reported  as  being 
adulterated  : — 
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° I 

OQ 


8 

13 


19 

20 
21 

22 


23 

34 

25 

30 


41 

44 

65 

66 

67 


Article. 


Result  of  Analysis. 


Preservative 

powder. 

Sausages. 


Milk. 


<< 


Sausages . 


Preservative 

powder. 

Milk. 

U 

u 

<c 


Sausages. 
White  pudding 

Coffee. 


Contained  boron  compounds 


Admixture  of  boric  acid, 

39  grains  per  lb. 

“ Suspicious  ” 

Admixture  of  boric  acid, 

37  grains  per  gallon. 

Admixture  of  boric  acid  in  each 
sample,  approximately  16  grains 
per  lb. 

Contained  boron  compounds. 


Added  water,  46  per  cent. 

<1  ><  U 

“ “ 19 

Admixture  of  boric  acid, 
42  grains  per  gallon. 


Admixture  of  boric  acid,  1 9 83 
grains  per  lb. 

Admixture  of  boric  acid,  30'38 
grains  per  lb. 

Admixture  of  chicory,  56  per  cent 


37 


Action  taken. 


Samples  of  certain  foods  procured 
for  analysis. 

Test  sample.  Official  sample 
procured. 

Vendor  kept  under  observation. 

Vendor  presented  before  Court 
and  fined  £1  plus  costs. 

Vendors  cautioned. 


Possessor  cautioned  regarding  its 
use. 

'I  Vendor  presented  before  Court 
L and  fined  £10  plus  costs. 


No  proceedings.  Further  sample 
taken. 

Vendor  cautioned. 


ii 


53 
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Vendor  presented  before  Court 
and  fined  £1  10s.  plus  costs. 

Vendor  presented  before  Court 
and  fined  £1  plus  costs. 

Vendor  presented  before  Court 
and  fined  £1  10s.  plus  costs. 
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The  details  of  milk  samples  Nos.  23,  24  and  25  are 
worthy  of  note,  the  result  of  the  analyses  proving 
a flagrant  case  of  adulteration.  The  three  samples 
were  taken  from  one  farmer,  who  was  presented 
before  Court  and  fined  £10  plus  costs. 

33  samples  of  food  (chiefly  milk)  were  taken  for 
bacteriological  examination.  The  majority  of 
reports  upon  the  samples  of  milk  were  unfavourable. 
In  several  instances  it  was  stated  that  the  sample 
submitted  was  “ a dirty  milk,”  thus  shewing  the 
urgent  need  for  improvements  as  suggested  under 
the  heading  of  “ Dairy  Farms.” 

Water  Supply. 

194  samples  of  water  were  collected  and  delivered 
for  bacteriological  examination  and  chemical  analy- 
sis, chiefly  in  connection  with  infectious  disease. 

67  wells  were  found  to  be  polluted — The  remarks 
made  in  last  year’s  report  regarding  the  chief  causes 
of  pollution  are  again  applicable.  It  was  necessary 
to  close  9 wells,  whilst  in  the  case  of  those  less 
seriously  polluted  good  results  were  obtained  by 
thoroughly  cleansing  or  cementing  the  well,  raising 
above  the  surface  and  providing  with  a coping  and 
proper  cover.  It  is  customary  to  collect  samples 
for  retesting  from  all  wells  thus  improved. 

In  7 instances  samples  of  water  were  found  on 
analysis  to  contain  lead  in  solution  in  amounts 
varying  from  to  of  a grain  per  gallon.  The 
wells  from  which  the  samples  were  taken  received 
the  necessary  attention. 

House  Drainage,  &c. 

Six  fees  of  £1  10s.  Od.  and  two  fees  of  15/-  were 
paid  to  the  States’  Treasurer  by  owners,  prospective 
purchasers  or  tenants  with  a view  to  having  drains 
and  sanitary  fittings  tested  and  examined.  Four 
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certificates  were  granted  regarding  the  satisfactory 
condition  of  the  premises  concerned,  this  on  the 
completion  of  any  necessary  alterations. 

The  smoke-test  was  applied  to  the  drainage 
systems  of  18  properties.  81  water-tests  were 
applied  in  connection  with  new  work.  The  appli- 
cation of  the  smoke-test  frequently  revealed  grave 
defects  which  in  many  cases  necessitated  the 
complete  reconstruction  of  the  drainage  systems. 

The  numerous  and  serious  defects  found  on 
testing  or  exposing  drains  and  sanitary  fittings 
make  it  evident  that  the  States  should  at  an  early 
date  consider  the  advisability  of  making  Drainage 
Byelaws  in  order  to  provide  for  the  proper  super- 
vision of  and  the  correct  construction  of  all  drains 
and  to  ensure  any  alterations  to  existing  drains 
being  carried  out  in  a proper  manner.  At  present 
there  is  undoubtedly  much  faulty  work  hastily 
covered  up  and  left  for  the  future  to  discover. 

Overcrowding. 

Numerous  cases  of  overcrowding  were  discovered 
during  the  year.  These  cases  are  exceedingly 
difficult  to  deal  with  owing  to  the  housing  stringency 
which  has  not  been  very  markedly  relieved,  there 
being  still  a serious  shortage  of  houses  at  a rental 
within  the  means  of  the  working  classes.  In 
consequence  difficulties  arise  in  dealing  with  unfit 
houses  and  defective  housing  conditions.  In  the 
course  of  house  inspection  many  houses  were  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  ; in  normal  times  these  houses  would  be 
closed,  but  until  existing  conditions  improve  it 
would  obviously  be  unwise  to  put  into  operation 
such  a drastic  measure,  hence  the  general  policy 
has  been  to  require  such  houses  to  be  so  repaired  as 
to  be  passably  habitable  for  the  time  being. 


t 
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TABLE  OF  SANITARY  DEFECTS  REMEDIED. 

Drainage — 

Drains  tested 49 

Drains  (new)  constructed 6 

Drains  reconstructed  20 

Drains  cleared  or  repaired  14 

Disconnecting  Traps  or  Chambers  inserted  56 

Gulley  Traps  fixed  92 

Soil  pipes  repaired  or  new  provided  6 

Fresh-air  inlets  or  ventilating  pipes  repaired  or  new  provided  ...  30 

Waste-pipes  disconnected,  trapped,  &c 63 

Rain-water  pipes  disconnected,  renewed,  &c 13 

Sinks  provided  19 

Water  Closets — 

Newly  constructed  8 

Basins  and  Traps  renewed  65 

Water  provided 41 

Apartments  cleansed  and  lime -whitened  62 

Otherwise  improved 45 

Urinals — 

Newly  constructed  10 

Privies — 

Converted  into  water  or  earth-closets  24 

Cleansed 2 

Earth-Closets — 

Newly  constructed  3 

Cesspools — 3 

Newly  constructed  4 

Water  Supply — 

Wells  (new)  provided  1 

Wells  cleansed  or  repaired  14 

Wells  closed  9 

Waterworks  Service  provided  19 

Rain-water  cisterns  cleansed  2 

Miscellaneous — 

Dwelling  houses  cleansed  and  distempered  72 

General  improvements  to  dwelling  houses  59 

Cowsheds  and  Stables  cleansed  and  lime-whitened 28 

General  improvements  to  Cowsheds  and  Stables 7 

Dairies  and  Milkshops  cleansed  and  lime -whitened 5 

Accumulations  of  manure  and  refuse  removed 19 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

CLAUDE  S.  DART,  Jun., 

States  Sanitary  Inspector. 

V JANVRIN  MARETT,  Lt.-Col., 

M.O.H.  States  Jersey. 
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To  the  President  and  Members  of  the  States  Sanitary 

Committee . 


Gentlemen, — 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  my  first 
report  for  the  year  ending  1923,  upon  the  Sanitary 
District  known  as  No.  2.  This  report  covers  a 
period  of  four  working  months. 

No.  2 District  is  comprised  of  the  Western  half  of 
the  Island,  the  dividing  line  being  the  main  road 
running  South  to  North  commencing  from  Millbrook 
Station,  Mont  Felard  past  St.  Lawrence  Church,  St. 
John’s  Church  to  Cotil  Point,  St.  John’s  Bay,  St. 
Ouen’s,  St.  Mary’s,  St.  Peter’s,  St.  Brelade’s  and 
part  of  St.  Lawrence  and  St.  John’s. 

The  Parish  of  St.  Helier  is  also  divided,  and  No.  2 
District  is  enclosed  in  the  following  roads,  which  act 
as  the  boundary  line.  Albert  Pier,  Esplanade, 
Pierson  Boad,  New  St.  John’s  Boad,  Undrecliff 
Boad,  Bouge  Bouillon,  Val  Plaisant,  New  Street 
and  New  Cut,  Conway  Street,  and  the  road  joining 
the  Albert  Pier  at  the  front  of  the  Public  Slaughter 
House. 

The  whole  of  the  outstanding  works  under 
Sanitary  Notice  for  this  district  have  been  handed 
over  to  me  by  Mr.  C.  S.  Dart,  but  to  facilitate 
clerical  work  in  transference,  as  each  notice  is 
complied  with,  so  it  will  be  crossed  off  at  its  original 
entry,  and  the  result  embodied  in  Mr.  C.  S.  Dart’s 
Annual  Beport. 

I have  made  127  inspections,  206  re-inspections 
and  have  had  78  appointments  with  property 
owners,  Builders,  Plumbers  or  persons  concerned 
with  the  various  works. 
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Forty-seven  Sanitary  Notices  have  been  served 
upon  owners  of  property  which  was  in  an  insanitary 
state,  and  in  addition  52  letters  have  been  written. 

It  is  surprising  the  amount  of  work  which  can  be 
carried  out  without  the  service  of  a notice,  and 
people  in  business  particularly  prefer  to  be  told 
what  they  have  to  do  rather  than  receive  notice 
through  the  usual  channels.  This  is  a good  policy 
for  it  saves  clerical  work  in  two  departments,  and 
much  time  already  has  to  be  spent  in  keeping  books, 
writing  reports  and  letters,  upholding  the  card 
system,  &c. 


The  Knackers  Yard,  Le  Mourier  Valley  has  been 
inspected  on  two  occasions,  and  in  its  favour  there 
is  an  abundance  of  fresh  air,  and  an  ample  supply 
of  water  which  is  continually  running  through  the 
building.  For  cleanliness  the  premises  weresatis- 
factory. 


WATER  ANALYSIS  AND  SUPPLY. 


A total  of  37  samples  of  water  have  been  taken 
from  wells  and  springs,  either  for  the  investigation 
of  Infectious  Disease,  or  on  complaint.  13  Samples 
were  taken  for  chemical  analysis,  6 of  which  were 
not  satisfactory,  16  samples  for  bacteriological 
analysis,  9 of  which  showed  contamination  with 
sewage  organisms,  and  7 samples  were  taken  for  the 
detection  of  lead  and  two  of  these  had  a percentage 
of  lead  in  solution. 

The  samples  taken  cover  16  wells  or  springs  either 
in  the  country  or  town,  and  12  of  these  were 
contaminated. 

In  all  cases  the  owners  have  promised  to  rectify 
and  recommendations  have  been  made  for  the 


cleansing,  cementing  and  carrying  of  the  well  walls 
above  the  ground  level  as  per  the  requirements  of 
each  specific  case. 

In  one  case  paraffin  was  found  in  a water  upon 
analysis,  the  source  of  which  turned  out  to  be  an 
oil  stone  on  the  adjoining  property  and  though  the 
well  was  of  good  construction  the  paraffin  gained 
access  approximately  twenty- five  feet  below  the 
surface. 

One  well  has  proved  satisfactory  after  cleansing 
and  source  of  contamination  removed. 

The  amount  of  work  entailed  in  saving  and 
preventing  further  contamination  of  a well  is 
enormous,  it  not  only  means  the  attempt  at 
constructing  the  well  as  it  should  have  been 
constructed  in  the  first  place,  but  it  means  the 
abolition  of  all  sources  of  contamination  as  far  as 
it  is  possible,  and  one  may  realize  the  difficulty  of 
this  when  the  well  is  found  in  the  centre  of  a farm 
yard  covered  with  pervious  material,  the  liquid 
manure  cistern,  horse  stables,  cowsheds,  old  stone 
drains,  &c.,  running  within  several  feet  of  such 
wells. 


BUTCHERS  SHOPS  AND  FAT  RENDERING. 


Inspection  has  been  made  of  all  butchers  premises 
and  generally  for  cleanliness  were  found  satisfactory. 
72%  had  refrigerators  of  different  descriptions  for 
storage. 

My  chief  criticism  upon  this  matter  is  the 
exposure  of  meat  which  is  intended  for  human 
consumption  to  the  public  high  road  from  early 
morning  until  the  late  evening. 

It  cannot  be  too  strongly  recommended  that  at 
least  a window  should  separate  food  from  the  dust, 


particles  of  manure,  and  general  filth  which  is 
blown  about  by  winds  and  traffic  particularly  in 
some  of  the  narrow  streets,  and  precautions  should 
be  taken  to  protect  this  portion  of  our  food  supply. 

Fat  Bendering,  which  can  rightly  be  considered 
an  offensive  trade  is  far  from  being  satisfactory. 
In  no  instance  did  I find  a proper  boiler  which  was 
capable  of  consuming  the  odours  arising  from  such  a 
trade  and  occasionally  I found  the  boiler  used  for 
fat  rendering  one  day,  was  being  used  for  boiling 
clothing  by  the  wash  lady  the  next. 

Happily,  arrangements  have  been  made  with  the 
Harbours  Committee  for  the  use  of  the  boilers  at  the 
Public  Slaughterhouse  for  the  rendering  of  fat,  and 
butchers  are  taking  advantage  of  this  offer. 


HOUSING. 


During  the  past  four  months  88  houses  have  been 
inspected,  11  for  the  investigation  of  Infectious 
Disease,  and  77  on  complaint  or  where  nuisances 
were  thought  to  exist. 

The  following  table  will  give  an  idea  as  to  the 
amount  of  work  carried  out  upon  these  properties. 


IMPROVEMENTS  TO  DWELLING  HOUSES. 


(1)  Houses  which  have  been  cleansed  throughout  12 

(2)  Houses  which  have  been  part  cleansed  15 

(3)  Houses  where  Vermin  has  been  removed  9 

(4)  House  roofs  repaired  and  made  weather  proof 14 

(5)  Improvements  for  external  dilapidations,  so  as  to  prevent 

dampness,  such  as  renewing  plaster,  eavesguttering,  rain- 
water pipes,  &c 12 

(6)  Improvements  to  internal  dilapidations,  such  as  renewing 

floors,  wall  and  ceiling  plaster,  &c 14 


Total 76 
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Housing,  particularly  of  the  working  classes  is  a 
work  which  requires  considerable  and  continued 
attention.  It  is  surprising  to  find  the  number  of 
properties  which  have  been  allowed  to  sink  into  a 
filthy  and  dilapidated  state  and  I am  confident 
that,  but  for  the  interference  of  the  Inspector 
nothing  would  ever  be  done  to  improve  these 
deplorable  conditions. 

For  many  reasons  I think  it  would  be  more 
satisfactory  if  the  tenant  and  not  the  owner,  were 
responsible  for  cleansing,  they  would  then  probably 
take  more  pride  in  the  home,  but  at  present  they 
say  why  should  we  spend  money  on  other  peoples 
property  when  we  are  paying  for  the  works  in  the 
rent.  This  in  many  cases  is  quite  justified  for  rents 
have  been  raised  considerably  higher  than  the 
increase  in  the  cost  of  living  since  1914.  In  my 
opinion  a basis  of  rent  upon  the  recognised  cost  of 
living  is  quite  fair  and  owners  going  beyond  this 
can  only  be  considered  as  unscrupulous.  High 
rents  do  not  encourage  the  working  man  to  attempt 
to  live  under  better  circumstances,  therefore  he  and 
his  family  suffer  in  health  by  living  in  overcrowded 
or  filthy  surroundings. 

The  provision  of  proper  receptacles  to  contain  the 
domestic  refuse  is  a matter  which  must  not  be 
overlooked.  Many  properties  have  their  own  small 
midden  in  the  form  of  old  foul  boxes  and  tins,  and 
good  work  is  being  done  by  having  these  foul 
receptacles  replaced  with  proper  covered  galvanised 
iron  dust  bins. 

Artificial  lighting  of  common  yards  during  the 
Winter  months  is  another  item  I should  mention. 
Although  I cannot  say  that  this  has  any  direct 
influence  upon  the  health  of  the  inhabitants  of  these 
dismal  dungeons,  I certainly  think  efficient  lighting 


would  improve  conditions  and  make  the  surroun- 
dings more  homely.  It  is  surprising  to  me  how  a 
man  even  in  a sober  state  can  manage  to  find  his 
home  in  some  of  these  pitch  dark  yards,  and  I think 
a step  in  this  direction  would  be  greatly  appreciated. 


TABLE  OF  IMPROVEMENTS  IN  SANITATION. 


1 —  Accumulations  of  Refuse  removed  4 

2 —  Removal  of  poultry,  &c.,  causing  a nuisance 2 

3 —  Improvements  to  house  drains,  complete  relaying  of  drains, 

insertion  of  inspection  chambers,  &c 8 

4 —  Obsolete  W.C.  basins  replaced  with  up-to-date  pans 2 

5 —  Old  stone  sinks  replaced  with  glazed  sinks 2 

6 —  Lead  traps  inserted  to  sinks 1 

7 —  Flushing  cisterns  fixed  and  general  improvements  to  W.Cs 6 

8 —  Miscellaneous  nuisances  abated 8 


Total 33 


DAIRY  FARMS. 


Eleven  dairy  farms  have  been  inspected  and  in 
all  cases  Sanitary  Notice  had  to  be  served.  Much 
good  work  has  to  be  done  upon  these  farms.  I can 
rightly  say  that  I have  not  found  one  farm  upon 
inspection  to  be  properly  drained,  and  cleanliness  is 
far  from  being  satisfactory.  I am  afraid  it  will  be 
a long  time  before  we  can  impress  the  necessity  of 
having  all  cowsheds  lime-washed  twice  yearly  and 
the  daily  removal  of  dung. 

When  one  thinks  of  the  thousands  of  our  younger 
generation  whose  sole  food  is  milk  which  is  derived 
from  cows  housed  in  filthy,  ill-lighted,  ill-ventilated 
and  insanitary  sheds,  it  makes  one  realize  that  it 
is  impossible  to  carry  out  too  many  improvements 
in  this  direction. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACTS. 


Six  samples  of  new  milk  were  taken  by  me  as 
official  samples,  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst 
and  in  all  cases  were  certified  to  be  up  to  standard. 


HORSE  STABLES. 


I have  inspected  7 horse  stables  in  St.  Helier,  and 
the  work  of  cleansing,  alterations  to  drainage,  &c. 
which  in  some  cases  is  very  much  needed,  is  being 
carried  out. 


In  conclusion,  gentlemen,  I should  like  to  thank 
Lt.-Col.  P.  Janvrin  Marett  and  Mr.  C.  S.  Dart,  jun., 
for  their  good  advice,  and  support  in  the  carrying 
out  of  my  duties.  A new  district  is  always  difficult 
to  administer  and  such  advice  and  support  has  been 
greatly  appreciated. 

Yours  obediently, 

L.  HAMMOND, 

States  Sanitary  Inspector. 

P.  JANVRIN  MARETT,  Lt.-Col., 

M.O.H.  States  Jersey. 


TABLE  I. 

Vital  Statistics  of  the  Island  of  Jersey  for  the  year  1923. 
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TABLE  III. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  1923. 
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TABLE  V. 

Table  of  Laboratory  Work,  1923. 


Specimens. 

1st 

Quarter. 

2nd 

Quarter. 

3rd 

Quarter. 

4th 

Quarter. 

Total. 

Sputum 

39 

17 

38 

31 

125 

Throat  Swabs  

353 

245 

142 

116 

856 

Nasal  Swabs  

14 

22 

21 

29 

86 

PlvPi  Swa.bfi 

1 

2 

3 

TTtp.rinp,  Swabs 

1 

1 

Blood  and  Pus  smears... 

5 

— 

8 

3 

16 

Blood  for  Parasites  

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Blood  for  Culture 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

Blood  for  Widal  

5 

4 

3 

1 

13 

Blood  for  Wasserman  ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Differential  Blood  Count 

— 

2 

1 

1 

4 

Urine  

89 

115 

89 

86 

379 

Foeces  

40 

65 

22 

17 

144 

Ti’nppps  f nr“  fb/s+.s 

2 

2 

Foeces  occult  blood 



— 

1 

1 

Cultures  from  teeth.. 

2 

1 

2 

• — • 

5 

Blood  Sugar  

1 

— 

2 

1 

4 

Fluid  Cytology 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Hair  

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Vaccines  

5 

2 

3 

8 

18 

Tissues  

2 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Water  

37 

71 

45 

41 

194 

Milk  

11 

15 

4 

— 

30 

Cider  

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

hriiff  fpr  n.nlt.nrpi 

1 

1 

SftwftPfi  

1 

1 

Totals 

610 

561 

386 

339 

1896 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  Disinfection 
Work  carried  out  by  Mr.  Pettiquin. 


TABLE  VI. 


Disinfection  of  Buildings,  Houses  and  Bedding. 


Months. 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Tuber- 

cule 

Diph- 

theria 

Insti- 

tutions 

Cancer 

Other 

Disea’s 

School 

Bed- 

ding 

J anuary 

— 

6 

5 

— 

5 

4 

1 

4 

February  . . . 

1 

— 

5 

1 

2 

1 

9 

4 

March  

1 

5 

13 

— 

— 

1 

— 

6 

April  

— 

7 

14 

2 

3 

3 

4 

5 

May  

— 

5 

5 

2 

3 

8 

4 

6 

J une  

1 

5 

4 

1 

6 

2 

2 

6 

July  

1 

5 

4 

1 

4 

1 

— 

10 

August  

2 

6 

5 

— 

1 

1 

*16 

9 

September. . . 

— 

8 

6 

— 

5 

4 

*6 

9 

October 

- — 

3 

1 

1 

10 

1 

— 

7 

November  ... 

1 

8 

3 

1 

3 

— 

1 

9 

December  ... 

5 

3 

6 

— 

8 

— 

1 

7 

Totals... 

12 

61 

70 

9 

50 

26 

44 

82 

*During  the  Summer  holidays  all  Elementary  Schools  were  dealt  with 
special  attention  being  given  to  pencils  and  mugs. 

Disinfection  by  Formalin  has  replaced  Disinfection  by  Sulphur  dioxide, 
the  present  method  is  more  efficient  and  the  cost  of  disinfectants  in  1923 
has  been  about  one-third  of  the  cost  in  1922. 
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